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California DIR Registration Requirements Checklist

Everything contractors and subcontractors need to register with the California

DIR before beginning public works � including SB 854 requirements, renewal

timelines, and penalty exposure.

KEY TOPICS: SB 854 registration  ·  Renewal timelines  ·  Subcontractor requirements  ·  Penalty avoidance

Senate Bill 854 (2014) requires all contractors and subcontractors to register with the

California Department of Industrial Relations before bidding on or performing work on

any public works project. Use this checklist to ensure your registration is current and

complete.

Initial Registration:

Register at https://efiling.dir.ca.gov/PWCR. Pay the annual registration fee ($400 for

contractors, $400 for subcontractors as of 2024). Provide your contractor license

number, entity type, and contact information.

Annual Renewal:

Registration expires June 30 each year. Renew before expiration to avoid a lapse. A

lapsed registration disqualifies you from bidding on or performing public works until

renewed.

Subcontractor Obligations:

Prime contractors must verify that all subcontractors are registered before they begin

work. Awarding bodies will reject bids that list unregistered subcontractors. Check

registration status at the DIR public works portal.

Penalty Exposure:

Performing public works without DIR registration can result in civil penalties of $100

per day per worker, up to $10,000 per violation. Awarding bodies must withhold contract

payments until violations are cured.
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